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May and his coaches believe ‘we
have an NCAA tournament team’
SPORTS, 1B

Thunderstorms and tornadoes mauled
the Midwest, tearing through several west-
ern Michigan communities Tuesday eve-
ning, leaving a trail of wreckage that weather
and emergency officials began evaluating in
the light of day.

At least two tornadoes, perhaps more,
touched down in Michigan starting at about
6 p.m.: one — maybe two — in Portage and
another in St. Joseph and Branch counties,
National Weather Service officials in Grand
Rapids said early Wednesday. 

A third tornado, the weather service said,
may have touched down near Dowagiac in
Cass County.

And for the first time in Michigan, a torna-
do emergency — the weather service’s 

‘THE EARLY WARNINGS
SAVED LIVES’

FedEx facility in Portage damaged by Tuesday’s tornado, pictured on Wednesday. JUNFU HAN/DETROIT FREE PRESS

Tornadoes leave trail of wreckage through
West Michigan

Frank Witsil, Kylie Martin and Junfu Han
Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK
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Portage Department of Public Safety
firefighters work to render safe ruptured
natural gas lines in the aftermath of a
tornado that touched down Tuesday.
COREY MURRAY/HILLSDALE DAILY NEWS

COLDWATER — Residents can enjoy a live musical
at the Branch County Community Theater at Tibbits
Opera House Friday and Saturday. 

Experience the magic of Rodgers and Hammer-
stein’s “Cinderella,” a musical that was originally
written for television but later brought to life on stage
with enchanting music by Richard Rodgers and cap-
tivating lyrics by Oscar Hammerstein II. This produc-
tion, featuring a talented local cast, is a delightful
and spectacular presentation. 

Everyone knows the plot, but this version comes
from the French version “Cendrillon”, by Charles Per-
rault. 

This is the story of a young woman forced into a
life of servitude by her cruel stepmother and self-
centered stepsisters. 

Cinderella dreams of a better life, and with the
help of her fairy godmother, she is transformed into a
princess and finds her prince. 

There will be photo opportunities throughout the
night, and crowns and tiaras can be purchased to
help bring this classic to life. 

The cast and production make the musical a fun
event for the whole family. 

The show is Friday and Saturday at 7 p.m. with a 1
p.m. matinee Saturday. 

Tickets are available by visiting the Tibbits Office
or online at www.tibbits.org. 

Adult tickets are $15, and children are $7. All box
office fees are included in these prices. 

— Contact Don Reid: dReid@Gannett.com

Branch
Community
theater
presents
‘Cinderella’
Don Reid
Coldwater Daily Reporter | USA TODAY NETWORK

Cinderella arrives at the ball during the Branch
County Community Theater presentation of the
musical Friday and Saturday at Tibbits Opera
House. DON REID/COLDWATER REPORTER

BRANCH COUNTY — No charges will be filed against
any officer involved in the Aug. 6, 2023 shooting death of
30-year-old David Algarin, Jr., the suspect in a Sturgis
double homicide. 

Based on an intensive Michigan State Police investi-
gation, Branch County Prosecutor Zack Stempien said
officers were justified under state and federal law in us-
ing deadly force to kill David Algarin Jr. “due to the im-
mediate extreme threat posed” as he refused to leave his
car with his gun aimed at officers. 

During a high-speed chase through eastern St. Jo-
seph County and into Branch County, Algarin talked on
his cell phone to his mother. 

Algarin told his mother he was not going back to pris-

Prosecutor: No charges after
deputies stop, kill homicide suspect

St. Joseph County Sheriff car camera footage as
deputies ordered David Algrin from his car August
6, 2023, after forcing him off the road in a
high-speed chase on M-86
DON REID/COLDWATER REPORTER
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